
Hackney UNISON Local Government Branch AGM is on Wednesday 
Feb 21st. All Hackney UNISON members are entitled to attend and, 
as each year, time off to attend has been agreed by LBH HR.   
You do though have to tell your manager if you plan to attend so 
they can arrange cover if they need to.  
And please do attend! We have 2500 working members in the 
branch, and the more who attend, the more we can see how        
powerful we will be if we stand and work together as a union!  
Please arrive early at 11.45 to register and for teas, coffees, and 
sandwiches. Speakers at the start will inc Cllr Carole Williams, the 
lead Cllr for trade unions, Hugo Pierre of Camden  UNISON and a 
member of UNISON’s Black Members NEC and Rob Williams of the 
NSSN, the National Shops Stewards Network. 
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Hacked Off 



 Hackney UNISON Labour Link  

Labour Party members in Hackney UNISON are 

getting active again through the UNISON Labour 

Link. Since the founding days of the trade union 

movement, trade unions have been involved in 

politics, recognising that the interests of our 

members have to be promoted through the party 

political process. Unions helped form the Labour 

Party in 1900 and have been central to its         

organisation ever since.  Trade Union members 

had many disagreements with the previous      

Labour government but the current Labour     

leadership under Jeremy Corbyn is very Trade 

Union and local government friendly and now is 

an important time for UNISON members to be 

engaging with local and national Labour party. 

Labour Link members must be members of the 

Labour Party, UNISON and paying the APF not 

GPF in the UNISON subs.  

We will hold a short meeting at the end of the 

AGM to elect a Hackney UNISON Labour Link 

Branch Secs Corner!  
“The current Branch Secs  took over in July 2017 and 
have been dealing ever since with restructure upon     
re-structure. While UNISON recognises the financial 
constraints from Tory cuts imposed upon Hackney we 
are not convinced that some of the re-structures that 
come before us are for the benefit of the councils bal-
ance sheet, let alone our residents or union members. 
It seems again and again certain groups of permanent 
staff, especially local staff from disadvantaged groups 
are losing their jobs and are being replaced by advan-
taged non-local people often on very well paid temp. 
contracts. And having large numbers of Agency Staff 
has a bad impact overall, as temporary staff have less 
rights than permanent staff. There is something not 
right in the council that is allowing this to happen.   
Ultimately we need a Labour govt asap but in the 
meantime we also need the Hackney Labour group and 
Mayor to consider alternatives to cuts, like a no cuts 
needs budget, and to come out more publically against 
the cuts to our funding that are affecting our service 
users so deeply and meaning good  long serving staff 
losing their jobs. We do recognise that Hackney has had 
to be innovative in plugging the gap in funding but we 
need our Mayor to consider the effects of some of the 
councils proposals on all layers of the community.      
We also have a fight on our hands over pay! UNISON 
has rejected the paltry 2% offer and it’s likely that 
members will be balloted nationally, while locally the 
2018/19 budget is likely to pile more misery council 
workers and the people of Hackney, so we need to be  
ready for these battles! There is a lot at stake locally 
and nationally but together we’ll rise to the challenge!  

HACKNEY UNISON SELF ORGANISED  
GROUPS - Hackney UNISON has a num-

ber of self organised groups called SOGS  
 

LQBTQI  - Contact 
tom.mcotter@hackney.gov.uk  

Black Members—contact  
marvin.hay@hackney.gov.uk  
Retired Members — contact  Valerie 
Easmon-George easmons@gmail.com 
Disabled— contact                                    
Rachel.salmon@hackney.gov.uk  
Womens – contact branch  

UPDATE  YOUR ADDRESS!  (please!)              
If/when you move, please update your address 

asap so you don’t miss out on UNISON circulars 

and   magazines and we don’t waste money 

sending   to newsletter to dead addresses. Speak 

to our Admin team, Debbie and Martin  in  the  

Hackney UNISON office on 0208 356 4834 or 

online at https://www.unison.org.uk/my-unison   

 R.I.P. Ivan Beavis, ex-Branch Secretary of Hackney Town Hall 
workers union NALGO [1 of the 3 unions that joined to form 
UNISON in 1993] through the 1980s, who died in December 
2017. Ivan was very active in anti-racist politics and the Anti-
Apartheid movement and especially in supporting the      
Maurice Bishop led revolution in Grenada, leading opposition 
to the US invasion in  1983 and organised for these issues, 
and of course those of  terms and conditions, within NALGO. 



 

Branch Elections 2018 
In the Hacked Off of Nov/Dec 2017 a timetable for the Hackney UNISON AGM 2018 was sent out  

We have had nominations for;  

 Joint Branch Secretary - Marvin Hay nominated by Glyn Harries seconded by Tom McCotter  

                                           - Karen Lynn nominated by Marvin Hay   seconded by Tom McCotter 

                                           - Glyn Harries nominated by Marvin Hay seconded by Tom McCotter 

 Treasurer              - Ross Hatfull nominated by Marvin Hay seconded by Tom McCotter 

 Chair                      - Brian Debus nominated by Marvin Hay and seconded by Dionne Thompson 

 Equalities              - Marvin Hay nominated by Glyn Harries and seconded by Karen Lynn 

 Communications            - Tara Hudson nominated by Thomas Allan and seconded by David Besbrode 

 International Officer      - Thomas Allan nominated by Tara Hudson and seconded by David Besbrode 

 Membership                    - Rachel Salmon nominated by Glyn Harries and seconded by Marvin Hay  

 Health and Safety           - Tom McCotter nominated by Glyn Harries and seconded by Marvin Hay  

   This means all these positions are elected uncontested but still must be ratified at the AGM. 
   If you wish to nominate for the positions of Welfare, Education Officer please send in nominations by                        
-  Feb 14th. Also Delegate Nominations, see below, must be in by then too.   



Contact Hackney Unison 
Hackney Unison, 6-15 Robert House, Florfield Rd, Hackney, London, E81DT 

We are off Reading Lane, opposite the side of the HSC and by the Florfield Depot 

Contacts;   

Branch Secretaries;                   Marvin Hay   0208 356 4062 Glyn Harries x4892 Karen Lynn x4894  

Admins;                                       Martin Cootes and Debbie Peart 0208 356 4834 or x 4571  

Housing Lead Reps;                  Glyn Harries 0208 356 4892 Tom McCotter 0208 356 4064 

Public Realm Lead Reps;          Brian Debus and Tom McCotter 0208 356 4064 

Children and Families;              Norman Saggers      0208 356 7890 

Finance and Resources;            Ross Hatfull      0208 356 3945 

Chief Execs;                                 Marvin Hay       0208 356 6191  

Education Lead Rep;                  Karen Lynn       0208 356 4894 

Private Sector organiser;          Peter Coleman 0208 356 4953 

All the above are on the LBH Outlook except Karen Lynn who is on Karen.Lynn@Learningtrust.co.uk 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

Wednesday 21st February 2018 

           Arrive 11.45 for 12.00pm-2.00pm 

Hackney Town Hall Assembly Room 
This is the most important Hackney Unison meeting of the year where members decide on 
our  policies  for the year ahead and agree the election of Branch Officers.                                    
All Council and Learning Trust Members receive 1.5 hours paid time off to attend in          
addition to their lunch hour. The branch will provide drinks/sandwiches for all attendees. 

Remember the union is only as strong as its members so come along, hear what Hackney 
Unison has done to support members over the past 12 months and have your say on what 
we do in the future.   Please register from 11.45!  

Dear Member. In previous years we have sent every Hackney Local 

Government UNISON branch member a diary, all 3000 of us, before 

Xmas. But this cost us over £5000 a throw and due to cuts in our 

funding we can no longer afford this!  Also we believe that many 

people do not use or no longer use paper diaries and don’t  

particularly want one sent to them. So this year we did not send out 

diaries, but if you do really want one you can get one if you phone or 

email us at asap at hackneyunison@Hackney.gov.uk or come into 

the UNISON office at Florfield Rd or come to the AGM.    


